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Benefits of using the HBCU Career Center:

• �Get career alerts via email!

• �Save careers to your Wish List so you can apply at a later time!

• �Upload professional photos and manage your professional profile!

• �Receive VIP professional networking event invitations!

• �Attend Virtual Career Fairs!

This is the go to destination for the HBCU Community when you 
need to find a career: hbcuconnect.com/jobs.

WE WANT TO HELP YOU 

Find Your Next Career!

Make your career goals possible by logging onto: hbcuconnect.com/jobs.

You are invited to explore the world’s largest database of 

Employers looking to hire HBCU Talent!



Hello HBCU Family!

In this issue of HBCU CONNECT Magazine, you’ll find 
more great content for and about HBCU Alumni! 
Staying true to form, the magazine is successfully 
transforming into a publication that highlights the 
success of our nation’s HBCUs, proven by the success 
of their graduates! 

If you are interested in being featured in the next issue 
of HBCU CONNECT Magazine, submit your profile to 
us using the following url:

www.hbcuconnect.com/magazine/feature

Also in this issue you will find some excellent 
employment opportunities from our partners, 
Microsoft, College of Lake County, MDRC, TriHealth, 
Ivy Tech Community College and more. Be sure to 
take a look at the pages in the magazine featuring 
their opportunities and visit their websites to find out 
more and take advantage of the right opportunity for 
you, or spread the word.

On the horizon for next year, we have great news! 
We are going to be hosting a new HBCU Alumni & 
Friends Cruise on Royal Caribbean cruise line. In case 
you missed the first few cruises we hosted, Royal 
Caribbean was the best of them all, and we are going 
to do it again. There will be lots of fun on the ship, 
including a spades tournament, costume party, exotic 
destinations for exotic professionals like yourself, so 
be sure to check out the details here in this issue, and 
then visit www.hbcucruise.com to sign up for the 
cruise. Space is limited of course!! 

Finally, I’d like to thank everyone for staying tuned in 
to HBCUConnect.com and helping us to stay alive and 
relevant with over 1.2 million members since 1999. 
I am humbled by your support and attention to our 
work. We will continue to stay dedicated to bringing 
you more opportunities in all aspects of your lives as 
thriving professionals.

A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

...With over 1.2 million members  
	 since 1999...We will continue   
    to stay dedicated to bringing you  
 		  more opportunities in all  
   	     aspects of your lives as 
			    thriving professionals.

Sincerely,

  
 

Will Moss | CEO | HBCU CONNECT 
www.hbcuconnect.com/willmoss
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HOME TEAM	 AWAY TEAM 	 START DATE 	 TIME 	 CITY, STATE

Alabama A&M University 	 Grambling State University 	 10/4/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Huntsville, AL
Alabama State University	 Stillman College 	 11/22/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Montgomery, AL
Albany State University	 Clark Atlanta University 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Albany, GA
Alcorn State University 	 Texas Southern University 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Lorman, MS
Benedict College 	 Morehouse College 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Columbia, SC
Bethune Cookman University 	 Howard University 	 10/11/2014 	 4:00�PM 	 Daytona Beach, FL
Bowie State University 	 Virginia State University 	 10/18/2014 	 4:00�PM 	 Bowie, MD
Central State University 	 Concordia College 	 10/18/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Wilberforce, OH
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 	 Lock Haven 	 10/18/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Cheyney, PA
Clark Atlanta University 	 Paine College 	 11/1/2014 	 TBA 	 Atlanta, GA
Concordia College 	 Wesley College 	 10/11/2014 	 12:00�PM 	 Selma, AL
Delaware State University 	 North Carolina A&T State University 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Dover, DE
Edward Waters College 	 Newport News Appretice 	 10/25/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Jacksonville, FL
Elizabeth City State University 	 Chowan University 	 10/25/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Elizabeth City, NC
Fayetteville State University	 Livingstone College 	 11/1/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Fayetteville, NC
Florida A&M University 	 Norfolk State University 	 11/1/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Tallahassee, FL
Fort Valley State University 	 Paine College 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Fort Valley, GA
Grambling State University 	 University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Grambling, LA
Hampton University 	 Morgan State University 	 11/1/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Hampton, VA
Howard University 	 Florida A&M University 	 10/18/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Washington, DC
Jackson State University 	 Mississippi Valley State University 1	 0/11/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Jackson, MS
Johnson C. Smith University 	 Saint Augustine’s College 	 11/1/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Charlotte, NC
Kentucky State University 	 Miles College 	 10/18/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Frankfort, KY
Lane College 	 Miles College 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Jackson, TN
Langston University 	 Weyland Baptist University 	 10/18/2014	  2:00�PM 	 Langston, OK
Lincoln University -Missouri 	 Texas College 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM	  Jefferson City, MO
Lincoln University -Pennsylvania 	 Elizabeth City State University 	 10/18/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Lincoln University, PA
Livingstone College 	 Saint Augustine’s College 	 10/11/2014 	 TBA 	 Salisbury, NC
Miles College 	 Central State University 	 10/11/2014 	 4:00�PM 	 Fairfield, AL
Mississippi Valley State University 	 Prairie View A&M University 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Itta Bena, MS
Morehouse College 	 Albany State University 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Atlanta, GA
Morgan State University 	 North Carolina Central University 	 10/18/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Baltimore, MD
Norfolk State University 	 Delaware State University 	 10/11/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Norfolk, VA
North Carolina A&T State University 	 Florida A&M University 	 10/25/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Greensboro, NC
North Carolina Central University 	 Hampton University 	 11/8/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Durham, NC
Paine College 	 Edward Waters College 	 10/18/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Augusta, GA
Prairie View A&M University 	 Alabama State University 	 10/11/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Prairie View, TX
Saint Augustine’s University 	 Fayetteville State University 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00 PM 	 Raleigh, NC
Savannah State University 	 Norfolk State University 	 10/4/2014 	 TBA 	 Savannah, GA
Shaw University 	 Johnson C. Smith University 	 10/25/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Durham, NC
South Carolina State University 	 Savannah State University 	 11/1/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Orangeburg, SC
Southern University and A&M College 	University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 	 10/4/2014 	 5:30�PM 	 Baton Rogue, LA
Stillman College	 Clark Atlanta University 	 11/8/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Tuscaloosa, AL
Tennessee State University 	 Florida A&M University 	 9/27/2014 	 6:00�PM 	 Nashville, TN
Texas College 	 Wayland Baptist 	 11/1/2014 	 2:00�PM	  Tyler, TX
Texas Southern University 	 University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Houston, TX
Tuskegee University 	 Kentucky State University 	 10/25/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Tuskegee, AL
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 	 Prairie View A&M University 	 11/8/2014 	 2:30�PM 	 Pine Bluff, AR
Virginia State University 	 Lincoln University - Pennsylvania 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Ettrick, VA
Virginia Union University 	 Lincoln University - Pennsylvania 	 10/11/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Richmond, VA
Virginia University of Lynchburg 	 Wesley College 	 10/25/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Lynchburg, VA
West Virginia State University 	 WV Wesleyn 	 10/11/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Institute, WV
Winston-Salem State University	 Saint Augustine’s College 	 10/18/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 Winston-Salem, NC
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CLASSIC 	 HOME TEAM 	 AWAY TEAM 	 DATE 	 TIME 	 CITY, STATE

Palmetto Capital City Classic 	 Benedict College 	 South Carolina State University 	 8/30/2014 	 5:00�PM 	 Columbia SC
John Merritt Classic 	 Tennessee State University 	 Edward Waters College 	 8/30/2014 	 6:00�PM 	 Nashville TN
MEAC-SWAC Challenge 	 Alabama A&M University 	 North Carolina A&T State University 	 8/31/2014 	 11:45�AM 	 Orlando FL
State Farm Labor Day Classic 	 Texas Southern University 	 Prairie View A&M University 	 8/31/2014 	 4:00�PM 	 Houston TX
Battle of the Firsts Classic 	 Lincoln University - Pennsylvania	 Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 	 9/4/2014 	 7:00�PM 	 Lincoln University PA
Inaugural Classic 	 Alabama State University 	 Tennessee State University 	 9/6/2014 	 5:00�PM 	 Montgomery AL
Tiger Bowl 	 Stillman College 	 West Alabama 	 9/6/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Tuscaloosa AL
Missouri Classic 	 Lincoln University - Missouri 	 Langston University 	 9/6/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Kansas City MO
Eddie McGirt Classic 	 Johnson C. Smith University 	 Kentucky State University 	 9/13/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Charlotte NC
AT&T Nations Football Classic 	 Howard University 	 Morehouse College 	 9/13/2014 	 3:30�PM 	 Washington DC
Bahamas HBCUX Football Classic 	 Central State University 	 Texas Southern University 	 9/13/2014 	 5:00�PM 	 Nassau
Southern Heritage Classic 	 Jackson State University 	 Tennessee State University 	 9/13/2014 	 6:00�PM 	 Memphis TN
Two Rivers Classic 	 UNC Pembroke 	 Fayetteville State University 	 9/13/2014 	 6:00�PM 	 Pembroke NC
Cape Fear Classic 	 Shaw University 	 UNC Pembroke 	 9/20/2014 	 TBA 	 Wilmington NC
Down East Viking Football Classic 	 Elizabeth City State University 	 Benedict College 	 9/20/2014 	 4:00�PM 	 Rocky Mount NC
NY Urban League Classic 	 Howard University 	 Morgan State University 	 9/20/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 East Rutherford NJ
Chicago Football Classic 	 Central State University 	 Morehouse College 	 9/20/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Chicago IL
Southwest State Fair Classic 	 Grambling State University 	 Prairie View A&M University 	 9/27/2014 	 TBA 	 Dallas TX
Louis Crews Classic 	 Alabama A&M University 	 Grambling State University 	 10/4/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Huntsville AL
Circle City Classic 	 Central State University 	 Kentucky State University 	 10/4/2014 	 3:00�PM 	 Indianapolis IN
Atlanta Football Classic 	 South Carolina State University 	 North Carolina A&T State University 	 10/4/2014 	 3:30�PM 	 Atlanta GA
Tuskegee-Morehouse Classic 	 Morehouse College 	 Tuskegee University 	 10/11/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Columbus GA
Battle of the Bay Classic 	 Hampton University 	 Norfolk State University 	 10/18/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Hampton VA
State Farm Magic City Classic 	 Alabama A&M University 	 Alabama State University 	 10/25/2014 	 2:30�PM 	 Birmingham AL
Prince Hall Shriners Classic 	 North Carolina Central University 	 Savannah State University 	 10/25/2014 	 2:00�PM 	 Durham NC
Lucille Brown Community Youth Bowl 	 Virginia Union University 	 Bowie State University 	 10/25/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Richmond VA
Commemorative Classic 	 Johnson C. Smith University 	 Livingstone College 	 11/8/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Charlotte NC
Turkey Day Classic 	 Alabama State University 	 Stillman College 	 11/22/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Montgomery AL
Battle of the Real HU Classic 	 Howard University 	 Hampton University 	 11/22/2014 	 1:00�PM 	 Washington DC
Florida Blue Florida Classic 	 Bethune Cookman University	  Florida A&M University 	 11/22/2014 	 TBA 	 Orlando FL
Bayou Classic 	 Grambling State University 	 Southern University and A&M College 	 11/29/2014 	 1:30�PM 	 New Orleans LA
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Based on our extensive 

relationships with faculty and 

staff at our nation’s Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities 

and the largest database of 

companies actively hiring 

students and graduates of 

HBCUs, HBCUConnect.com has 

announced their 2015 list of 

the top 50 employers of HBCU 

Students and Graduates.

In order for companies to be considered, we use a standard list of criteria that includes a company’s HBCU specific outreach, 
conversations with the companies to learn about their recruitment efforts, relationships the companies have with HBCUs or 
alumni organizations, and the overall visibility of the efforts made by the companies being considered. Consideration for the 
actual rankings for the companies was based on their consistency in effort, level of investment, actual hires and creativity in 
their outreach.

Over the last 12 years, the HBCU CONNECT team has been working hard to connect employers with 
the talent produced by our nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Having a top 50 
list is a great way to congratulate and encourage these companies to continue their efforts and 
to notify HBCU faculty, students and graduates about the employers putting a strong effort 
towards recruiting them.

50 
OUR 2015

TOP

EMPLOYERS
OF HBCU STUDENTS & GRADUATES
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1. �Microsoft

2. Wal-Mart

3. �Monster Worldwide

4. �Merck

5. �The United States Coast Guard

6. �Walgreens

7. �McGraw-Hill Financial

8. �Department of State

9. �Disney Worldwide

10. �Nextera Energy

11. �Premier Health Partners

12. �MDRC

13. �Ford Motor Company

14. �College of Lake County

15. �L’Oreal

16. �Infosys Limited

17. �Parker Hannifin Corporation

18. �U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs

19. �IBM

20. �Grand Rapids Community 

College

21. �Verizon Wireless

22. �Paul Quinn College

23. �Achievement First

24. �Brown-Forman

25. �CNH Industrial

26. �Windstream

27. �Oakton Community College

28. �UnitedHealth Group

29. �Northern Kentucky University

30. KIPP Public Charter Schools

31. �Delaware County Community 

College

32. Fresno Unified School District

33. Unilever

34. Bucknell University

35. Harvard University

36. Land O’ Lakes

37. Allstate Insurance

38. NYPD

39. Nebraska Wesleyan University

40. �Defense Contract Management 

Agency

41. �Motlow State Community 

College

42. �Transportation Security 

Administration

43. �UPMC

44. �Azusa Pacific University

45. �Stony Brook University

46. �Nationwide Insurance

47. �Polk State College

48. �Wet Seal

49. �Emerson College

50. �Central New Mexico Community 

College
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Howard University’s Tobi Gadison, 
has been nominated as Best Actor for 
his role as Nicholas in the independent 
film, Myra’s Angel, at this year’s 18th 
Annual American Black Film Festival 
(ABFF), in New York City, June 19-22. 
Conceived in 1997 to promote diversity 
in film and television, ABFF is dedicated 
to showcasing quality films by and 
about people of African descent and 
new talent in front of and behind the 
camera. The film, about a man’s journey 
for redemption as he tries to clear his 
name of a robbery he did not commit, is 
one of eleven to debut and received six 
nominations. 

Tobi was always attracted to acting and 
music as an imaginative child growing 
up in a Washington, DC household 
rich in HBCU history. “As far back as I 
can remember, most of my dad’s side 
(Robert E. Brown) attended Xavier 
University in New Orleans.” His maternal 
great grandfather and grandfather, Drs. 
Pinkney Marion Henderson and Purvis 
Sinclair Henderson; and his maternal 
grandmother, Dr. Helen O. Dickens, 
attended Howard University School 
of Medicine. His mother, Dr. Jayne 
(Henderson) Brown, attended for her 
post baccalaureate premedical studies 

and residency. Tobi and his sister, Kai, 
attended in the 1990’s. As a business 
major “I wanted to be an artist and 
repertoire talent scout, but never really 
found my niche. They put me in business, 
acting and jazz classes but it was not 
the right fit.” So Tobi headed to New 
Orleans, starting successful landscaping 
and photography businesses. On the 
crest of the area’s booming film industry 
he signed with a talent agency after 
appearing in a church play sponsored 
his drama ministry. His career took off. 
He was featured in commercials, local 
productions and prominent movies such 
as Ray, Dukes of Hazzard, Glory Road and 
Just My Luck. The decision to dedicate 
his life to acting came when he saw Don 
Cheadle in Devil in A Blue Dress. “His 
character did it for me”. However, things 
would change drastically when Hurricane 
Katrina hit in 2005. Tobi lost everything. 
Displaced and bewildered, he migrated 
to Los Angeles. He reconnected with 
friends in the business and perfected 
his craft. Eventually, Tobi returned to the 
East Coast to Philadelphia, and while 
busy with theatre roles and commercials 
a manager-friend rallied for his role as 
Nicholas. “I convinced the producers that 
no one else could deliver the realness of 
the character like I could”. He got the 

part. The film was shot locally, as well 
as in New York. Tobi feels blessed to 
be an ABFF nominee. “This is a vehicle 
where we can show and tell our own 
stories from our perspective, as diverse 
as anyone else is on this planet.” As the 
multi-layered, marred, and emotionally 
crippled Nicholas character, Tobi feels 
the film’s take home message is “Be 
careful of your choices. Although there 
is redemption for everyone, your choices 
and relationships affect not just you, but 
those around you.”

For more information visit www.abff.com.
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In the Nation, exclusive discounts 
are just the beginning.

Nationwide may make a fi nancial contribution to this organization in return for the opportunity to market products and services to its members or customers. Products Underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and A�  liated Companies. Home O�  ce: Columbus, OH 43215. Subject to 
underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. *Vanishing Deductible is an optional feature. Annual credits subject to eligibility requirements. Max. credit: $500. Details and availability vary by state. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, Nationwide Insurance, 
the Nationwide framemark and Vanishing Deductible are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2013 Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. AFC-0144AO (3/13)

+

With Nationwide®, you get great 

protection for you, your loved 

ones and all you’ve worked for 

in life. All from a company that’s 

been strong and stable for more 

than 80 years.

Call 1-866-238-1426 or visit nationwide.com/HBCUConnect for a quote
today!

Doesn't it feel great to belong?

HBCU Connect members are rewarded.
As a member of HBCU Connect, you can save
with special discounts on Nationwide® auto
insurance. In addition, when you add rewards
like Vanishing Deductible®,* you can take $100
off your deductible for every year of safe
driving, for up to $500 in savings.

You wouldn't be involved with HBCU Connect
if you weren't passionate about being part of
a group that shares your values. We
understand that feeling, because we treat
customers like members. It's one of the things
that makes us a different kind of insurance
company.



HOW TO 

Manage and Reduce 
Emotional Eating 

A S  A  C O P I N G  M E C H A N I S M  F O R  S T R E S S

If only life could be simpler. If only 

you had less to do, or more time, you might not 

be under such stress. Did you know that a survey 

by the American Psychological Association found 

that one-third of Americans live with extreme 

stress? Nearly half said stress is damaging their 

health, relationships, and work.

Many people turn to eating food, usually high 

in fat and sugar, to help them cope with stress. 

Over time, those extra calories and fat can 

lead to weight gain. Other people do the exact 

opposite when faced with stress — eating less 

food than usual or skipping meals altogether.

Whether you’re eating too much or too little, 

using food to help you deal with emotions, such 

as stress, may lead to poor weight management.
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Physical vs. emotional hunger
Making a connection between eating and your feelings is not 
always easy. Using a journal can help. Be sure to write down:

 • What you ate

 • How much you ate

 • �How you felt at that time (such as being stressed, bored, or 
anxious)

If you discover that you’re eating due to stress:

 • �Find a replacement activity to do instead. Take a 10-minute 
break to reenergize. Listen to some feel-good tunes. Do an 
activity that you enjoy until the urge to eat passes.

 • �Take a moment before reaching for food. Do you rush through 
the day without giving yourself a chance to unwind? Take a few 
minutes when you get home to relax before you eat. Then think 
about how you’re feeling at that time.

 • �Get rid of the foods that tempt you. Find yourself reaching for 
the same foods when feeling stressed? Keep them out of the 
house so you will not be tempted to eat them.

 • �Eat a balanced diet. Eating a balanced diet—one that contains 
foods from all of the major food groups — helps give your body 
the nutrition and energy it needs to fight stress. Having regular 
meals, carrying nutritious snacks, and planning your meals also 
may be helpful.

Why Does Emotional Eating Occur?
The link between stress and eating most likely begins in the brain. When faced with a real threat, the body releases 
chemicals to help you either fight or run away. These chemicals also help curb hunger for a short period of time. However, 
when faced with ongoing, long-term stress (such as health or relationship problems), many people turn to eating high-fat, 
high-calorie foods for comfort.

Studies show that eating high-fat foods may help you feel content and satisfied. However, these feelings may be short-
lived — foods high in fat actually can increase stress hormones and help keep them high.

What is the real trouble with emotional eating? Once the joy of eating fades, the feelings that caused you to eat in the 
first place remain. In fact, you might even feel worse after eating the amount or type of food that you did. That’s why it’s 
important to learn the differences between physical and emotional hunger.

Breaking the cycle
Breaking the cycle of emotional eating can be 
challenging. However, there are many professionals 
you can turn to for support. These include:

 • �Counselors and therapists who can teach you 
healthier ways to deal with stress

 • �Dietitians and nutritionists who can help you 
make healthy food choices

 • �Fitness experts who can get your body’s feel-
good chemicals moving through exercise instead 
of food

If you continue using food to cope with stress or if 
you have any other questions or concerns, talk to 
your health care professional. He or she may want 
to ensure that you’re managing your weight safely, 
and if needed, may suggest professionals who can 
help you have a healthier relationship with food.

When you’re under stress, remember: you’re not 
alone. And some of these small suggestions may be 
a big help.
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At the College of Lake County, we believe most of us want two equally important things from our 
careers: the opportunity to feel part of a close-knit work community and the fulfillment that comes from 
making our own unique contributions and being recognized for them.

We pride ourselves on offering the kind of campus environment where community and individual 
achievement thrive, and we nurture both through important benefits like these:

View job openings and submit application materials by visiting: jobs.clcillinois.edu

Find a community. 
Make your mark.

• Very competitive compensation packages.

• �Innovative New Faculty Institute to 
help each new professor develop peer 
connections, make a smooth transition 
to teaching and feel at home in our 
institution.

• �Professional development incentives for 
further education, publication and conference 
presentations.

• �Teaching resources and support for classroom 
innovation through our Professional 
Development Center.

If you’re seeking a position at an institution that nourishes individual achievement and strong community, 
we want to hear from you.
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ADRIEL HILTON ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956893

FULL NAME:	 Adriel Hilton
COLLEGE: 	� Morehouse College
LOCATION: 	 Cullohwee, NC
MAJOR: 	� Business Administration
CLASS: 	 2003

FULL NAME:	 April Stull 
COLLEGE: 	 Southern University and A&M College
LOCATION: 	 Baton Rouge, LA
MAJOR: 	 Nutrition
CLASS: 	 2001
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Assistant Professor at Pennington 

Biomedical Research Center

APRIL STULL

Dr. Stull is an Assistant Professor and Researcher in 
Nutrition and Diabetes Prevention at Pennington 
Biomedical Research Center in Baton Rouge, LA. Dr. 
Stull is an author and published researcher. She has 
presented her research findings at various national and 
international scientific conferences. Dr. Stull is still very 
involved with Southern University, her alma mater.

FULL NAME:	 Alvin Smith Jr. 
COLLEGE: 	 Virginia State University
LOCATION: 	 Hughesville, MD
MAJOR: 	 Industrial Technology
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Facilities Planning Manager 

at U. S. Department of the 
Treasury

ALVIN SMITH JR.

Alvin Smith is the Facilities Planning Manager for the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Engraving and Printing, 
the premier global leader in the manaufacuturing of United States 
Currency and secured production circulated worldwide. This 1986 
Virginia State University graduate also recently completed OPM 
certified Senior Executive training programs.

FULL NAME:	 Bill McGee
COLLEGE: 	 Virginia State University
LOCATION: 	 Richmond, VA
MAJOR: 	 Music
CLASS: 	 1978
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Administrator at 

Richmond Public Schools

BILL MCGEE

After growing up on the campus of Morris Brown College and 
graduating from Booker T. Washington High School, alma mater 
of Dr. Martin L. King Jr., Bill McGee became a member of the 
Morris Brown Marching Band. He later became the Student 
Director and Arranger for the Virginia State Marching Band. As 
a trumpeter, BIll is an accomplished recording artist with two 
gold records. He is working on his 4th Solo Jazz recording. 

Dr. Adriel A. Hilton is an Assistant Professor of College Student 
Personnel & Director of the College Student Personnel program 
at Western Carolina University. He previously served as Assistant 
Vice President for Inclusion Initiatives at Grand Valley State 
University.

FULL NAME:	 Alvin McClerkin
COLLEGE: 	� Mississippi Valley State University
LOCATION: 	 Knoxville, TN
MAJOR: 	� Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 2008
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Operation Research Analyst at U.S. 

Department of Energy

ALVIN MCCLERKIN

Alvin McClerkin has worked in the federal government 
for over 5 years. Additionally, Alvin is co-founder 
of Chearch, Inc., a non-profit organization. Mr. 
McClerkin is also a fitness consultant, and placed 4th 
in a national qualifying body building competiton.

ONLINE PROFILE:  WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1939790

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956923
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FULL NAME:	 Charreah Jackson
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 New York, NY
MAJOR: 	 Journalism
CLASS: 	 2007
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Relationships Editor at 

ESSENCE Magazine

CHARREAH K. JACKSON

Charreah K. Jackson serves as the Relationships Editor for 
ESSENCE magazine. She is also the creator of BossBride.com, a 
love and career advice site for women. The Howard University 
graduate and certified coach speaks around the country and is 
a featured expert on CNN, ABC News and WEtv. The National 
Association of Professional Women named her a 2014 Woman 
of the Year. 

CARMEN CREWS-HART ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957533

FULL NAME:	 Carmen Crews-Hart 
COLLEGE: 	 Morgan State University 
LOCATION: 	 New Castle, DE
MAJOR: 	 Communication
CLASS: 	 1984
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Casting Associate at 

Overbrook Casting

FULL NAME:	 Damilola Olu-Ayeni 
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 New York, NY
MAJOR: 	 Finance
CLASS: 	 2008
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Associate, Investment Banking at 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

DAMILOLA OLU-AYENI

Dammy Olu-Ayeni has extensive investment banking 
experience on Wall Street, as well as in emerging markets. 
This 2008 graduate of Howard University also holds an 
MBA from Vanderbilt University, as well as Series 63 
and Series 79 Certifications. While at Howard University, 
Dammy helped found the first certified African college 
fraternity in US history, Knights Fraternity Incorporated.

FULL NAME:	 Chris Cooper
COLLEGE: 	 Morehouse College
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Industrial Engineering
CLASS: 	 2001
EMPLOYMENT: 	 �President/CEO at Execute Your 

Passion, LLC

CHRIS COOPER

Lifestyle & Procrastination Expert Chris Cooper is an 
Atlanta based speaker and trainer that assists individuals 
and organizations with development, motivation, and 
training. In addition to graduating from Morehouse 
College in 2001 with a major in industrial engineering, 
Cooper also attained degrees from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and New York University.

FULL NAME:	 Danielle William
COLLEGE: 	 Hampton University
LOCATION: 	 Detroit, MI
MAJOR: 	� Computer and Information 

Science
CLASS: 	 2006
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Revenue Integrity Analyst at 

CHE Trinity Health

DANIELLE WILLIAMS

Danielle is an experienced professional in the IT and 
healthcare industries, currently working for CHE Trinity 
Health. For two years, she led the company’s African 
American Business Resource Group. She is a member of 
Fellowship Chapel, where she annually coordinates a city-
wide Lock-In to educate and empower hundreds of metro 
Detroit teens. She also maintains active membership in Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority & Detroit Hampton Alumni Association.

Carmen Crews-Hart is a Casting Associate for Overbrook Casting, 
providing producers, directors & advertising agencies with 
services for film, television, commercials & industrials. She has 
a M.Ed. and has taught Reading & Literacy in public & charter 
schools of the arts. She is published in The Spirit and Expressions 
of African American Female Writers & Sisterfriends Soul Journey 
to Empowerment. 

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1958147
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DR. JOHN SPRUILL III ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956969

FULL NAME:	 Dr. John Spruill III   
COLLEGE: 	� Hampton University
LOCATION: 	 Inglewood, CA
MAJOR: 	 Political Science
CLASS: 	 1994
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Temporary Faculty Instructor at California 

State University, Los Angeles; California 
State University, Dominguez Hills

FULL NAME:	 Emily Dickens 
COLLEGE: 	 North Carolina Central University
LOCATION: 	 Durham, N
MAJOR: 	 History
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Assistant Vice President for Federal 

Relations at UNC system

EMILY DICKENS

Emily M. Dickens is the Assistant Vice President for 
Federal Relations for the University of North Carolina 
system. An attorney and strategist, she has an 
established aptitude for working with elected officials 
and policy makers, community organizations, and 
government agencies, as well as managing crises and 
communications campaigns and providing incisive 
counsel.

FULL NAME:	 Edward Foxworth, III 
COLLEGE: 	 �Johnson C. Smith University
LOCATION: 	 Detroit, MI
MAJOR: 	 Business Administration
CLASS: 	 1986
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO at Foxworth Marketing Group

EDWARD FOXWORTH, III 

Edward Foxworth III is the CEO of Foxworth Marketing 
Group, a marketing and communications agency 
aimed at connecting corporate America with 
emerging ethnic consumers. Utilizing his experience 
as a Television Host from CBS Detroit and as a Radio 
Personality with Radio One, his strategic & forward-
thinking approaches have provided solutions that have 
maximized advertisers’ returns on investments. 

FULL NAME:	 Garland Higgins 
COLLEGE: 	 Kentucky State University
LOCATION: 	 Frankfort, KY
MAJOR: 	 Public Administration
CLASS: 	 1999
EMPLOYMENT:	� Director of Alumni Relations 

at Kentucky State University

GARLAND HIGGINS 

Garland W. Higgins has been Director of Alumni Relations 
for Kentucky State University since July 2001. This 1986 
and 1999 Kentucky State University graduate also 
retired from Kentucky State Government as a Benefits 
Counselor for Kentucky Retirement Systems and a Self 
Insurance Auditor for Kentucky Labor Cabinets Workers 
Compensation. 

Dr. John Spruill III received his undergraduate degree 
in political science from Hampton University in 1994, 
and his master’s degree in Communicative Sciences 
& Disorders in 2000. A true hip-hop aficionado, 
Dr. Spruill is the co-founder of www.professu.com, 
and is the first in the nation to acquire a dual-title 
PhD in Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences-
Gerontology, from Purdue University.

FULL NAME:	� Dr. LaShunda Anderson Hodges
COLLEGE: 	 Alcorn State University
LOCATION: 	 Alcorn State, MS
MAJOR: 	 Agronomy
CLASS: 	 1999
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Assistant Professor at Alcorn 

State University

DR. LASHUNDA ANDERSON HODGES

As Assistant Professor of Soil and Plant Sciences, Dr. 
Hodges serves as MANRRS advisor and Soil & Plant 
Science Program Club advisor. She is very passionate 
about helping students increase awareness of how they 
shape their educational and professional lives. In 2007, 
she became the 1st African-American Woman to earn a 
doctorate in Agronomy from Louisiana State University. 

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957050
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Discover MerckEngage.com, your resource for health 
information, tips, and ideas—all in 1 place.

Simple. Personalized. Free.

MerckEngage.com offers free 
health support designed to help 
you make—and stay with—healthy 
choices through:

•  Conversation Starters 
Just 3 quick statements can help 
you and your health care provider 
have a better conversation about 
taking your new prescription 
medicine.

•  Access to prescription savings 
on certain Merck medicines.*

•  Recipes and � tness ideas based 
on national nutrition and � tness 
guidelines. 

•  Easy-to-use tools for planning 
meals and activities, plus tracking 
health conditions.

•  Health condition and general 
wellness information backed by 
trusted sources.

•  Support and encouragement for 
Caregivers as well as for the people 
in their care.

Available in both mobile and desktop 
formats, MerckEngage.com offers a 
variety of tools and resources that 
can help you better adhere to your 
health care provider’s treatment 
plan. Also available in Spanish at 
Espanol.MerckEngage.com.

 To learn more about 

MerckEngage.com and � nd 

out how it can help you lead 

a healthier lifestyle, visit 

MerckEngage.com

“ Conversation Starters” is taken from the Adherence Estimator ®, which is 
a registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of 
Merck & Co., Inc., Whitehouse Station, NJ, USA. US and non-US Patents 
Pending. Copyright ©2008 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary 
of Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.

*For eligible patients.

Copyright © 2014 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 
All rights reserved. NOND-1092099-0003 08/14  MerckEngage.com

Have questions about MerckEngage.com or need help? 
Support Representatives are there for you. Call 877-MERCK-36 (877-637-2536).

Discover MerckEngage.com, your resource for health 
information, tips, and ideas—all in 1 place.

Simple. Personalized. Free.

MerckEngage.com offers free 
health support designed to help 
you make—and stay with—healthy 
choices through:

•  Conversation Starters 
Just 3 quick statements can help 
you and your health care provider 
have a better conversation about 
taking your new prescription 
medicine.

•  Access to prescription savings 
on certain Merck medicines.*

•  Recipes and � tness ideas based 
on national nutrition and � tness 
guidelines. 

•  Easy-to-use tools for planning 
meals and activities, plus tracking 
health conditions.

•  Health condition and general 
wellness information backed by 
trusted sources.

•  Support and encouragement for 
Caregivers as well as for the people 
in their care.

Available in both mobile and desktop 
formats, MerckEngage.com offers a 
variety of tools and resources that 
can help you better adhere to your 
health care provider’s treatment 
plan. Also available in Spanish at 
Espanol.MerckEngage.com.

 To learn more about 

MerckEngage.com and � nd 

out how it can help you lead 

a healthier lifestyle, visit 

MerckEngage.com

“ Conversation Starters” is taken from the Adherence Estimator ®, which is 
a registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of 
Merck & Co., Inc., Whitehouse Station, NJ, USA. US and non-US Patents 
Pending. Copyright ©2008 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary 
of Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.

*For eligible patients.

Copyright © 2014 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc. 
All rights reserved. NOND-1092099-0003 08/14  MerckEngage.com

Have questions about MerckEngage.com or need help? 
Support Representatives are there for you. Call 877-MERCK-36 (877-637-2536).
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MerckEngage.com offers free 
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have a better conversation about 
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a registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of 

Merck & Co., Inc., Whitehouse Station, NJ, USA. US and non-US Patents 

Pending. Copyright ©2008 Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary 
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COLUMBUS, Ohio – HBCU CONNECT (www.hbcuconnect.
com), the trusted source for community engagement and 
lifestyle information for the alumni of America’s Historically 
Black Colleges & Universities, recently announced a new 
partnership with innovative pharmaceutical company Merck 
(www.merck.com). The alliance, which has just launched, 
will provide HBCU CONNECT’s educated African-American 
readership with targeted health and lifestyle information 
relevant to the black community through a dedicated 
health and wellness microsite (www.hbcuconnect.com/
merckengage). 

The Health and Wellness microsite will include co-branded 
content relevant to HBCUCONNECT.com readers while 
providing a wealth of useful health information and 
simultaneously offering Merck a unique opportunity to 
engage this important customer segment. The partnership is 
designed to offer resources that can improve awareness and 
help better manage common health conditions prevalent in 
the African American community. 

In addition to the microsite HBCUConnect.com members will 
have access to all of  Merck’s consumer offers which include 
disease management, fitness tips, healthy eating, recipes, 
and coupon offers by accessing the comprehensive website 
at www.MerckEngage.com. MerckEngage.com offers health 
information, tips, and tools website visitors can rely on every 
day.

“Our readers are smart, conscious consumers and offer 
our partners a personal link to the most powerful movers 
and shakers in the African-American community,” says Will 
Moss, CEO of HBCU CONNECT. “We’re honored to partner 
with a corporation of such great stature and look forward to 
a beneficial business relationship that will benefit both of our 
institutions as well as HBCUConnect.com’s readers.”

While its educated African American readership benefits 
from useful health and lifestyle resources from Merck, HBCU 
CONNECT presents the pharmaceutical giant with a valuable 

marketing opportunity: the potential to reach more than 1.5 
million followers across HBCUConnect.com, Facebook, and 
Twitter. Both brands recognize the value of connecting with 
the African-American community in such a personal way and 
look forward to bringing useful health and wellness content to 
such a crucial network. 

HBCU CONNECT is the undisputed leader in uniting alumni 
of America’s foremost HBCUs with valuable resources for 
career development, community engagement and now even 
health and wellness. In addition to its flagship site, HBCU 
CONNECT hosts a number of other sites designed to engage 
with educated consumers in the African-American community, 
including BlackNews.com and BlackHealth.org. 

Merck is a global healthcare leader working to help the world 
be well. Merck is known as MSD outside the United States 
and Canada. Through prescription medicines, vaccines, 
biologic therapies and animal health products, Merck works 
with customers and operates in more than 140 countries to 
deliver innovative health solutions. Merck also demonstrates 
a commitment to increasing access to healthcare through 
far-reaching policies, programs and partnerships. For more 
information, visit http://www.merck.com.

Founded in 1999, HBCUConnect.com, http://www.
hbcuconnect.com is the first and largest media outlet targeted 
towards the Historically Black College and University (HBCU) 
community. Boasting over 1.5 million registered members and 
encompassing a complete web portal, magazine, recruiting 
engine, social networking site, forums, blogs, news feeds and 
shopping, HBCUConnect.com serves the needs of HBCU 
aspirants, students, alumni, faculty and staff by providing a 
single destination and launching point for the entire diaspora.

For more information, contact Will Moss at HBCU CONNECT,  
614-416-5515.

www.hbcuconnect.com/merck

HBCU CONNECT partners with Merck  
for novel approach to health

Alliance will connect black audience with targeted lifestyle and health information.
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FULL NAME:	 Jerome Bailey
COLLEGE: 	 Dillard University
LOCATION: 	 Houston, TX
MAJOR: 	 Mass Communication
CLASS: 	 2013
EMPLOYMENT: 	Journalist at Associated Press

JEROME BAILEY

Jerome Bailey Jr. earned his Masters in Journalism from 
Columbia University at 22. Now he’s reporting news for 
the Associated Press. As an intern, he’s published a variety 
of national stories and his video has been used all over the 
web. His photos have been used globally. He was the first 
male recipient of the William Sutton Prize awarded to the 
best all around student at commencement.

JAMES HENDERSON ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956894

FULL NAME:	 James Henderson
COLLEGE: 	 Virginia State University
LOCATION: 	 Norfolk, VA
MAJOR: 	 Chemistry
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Cyber Security Consultant 

at Cyber Security 8 Security 
Solutions

FULL NAME:	 John Marshall
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Robbinsville, NJ
MAJOR: 	 Architecture
CLASS: 	 2004
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Founding Partner / COO at  

The Petrochemical Standard Inc.

JOHN MARSHALL

Mr. Marshall is an accomplished Executive with a 
longstanding track record in developing and leading 
global organizations to achieve market leadership in 
multiple business sectors. He is the architect and founding 
partner of both “The Petrochemical Standard Inc.” and 
“Genesis Aerial Systems.” He is a graduate of Howard 
University and holds a masters from Villanova University. 

FULL NAME:	 Joey Jones
COLLEGE: 	� North Carolina A&T State University
LOCATION: 	 Silver Spring, MD
MAJOR: 	 Technology Education
CLASS: 	 1986
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Middle School Principal at 

Montgomery County Public Schools - 
Maryland

JOEY JONES

Dr. Joey N. Jones is a professional speaker, author 
and an award-winning middle school principal in 
Montgomery County Public Schools, Maryland. He 
led his school to the 2013 National and State Blue 
Ribbon School of Excellence Award, the highest 
honor bestowed upon a school. Additionally, he is 
an Amazon Best Seller author of 100 Percent The 
Power of Giving Your All. As a speaker, he inspires!

FULL NAME:	 Junius Williams 
COLLEGE: 	 Virginia State University
LOCATION: 	 Portsmouth, VA
MAJOR: 	 Business Administration
CLASS: 	 1972
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Managing Director at 

Dominion Resources, Inc.

JUNIUS WILLIAMS

Junius Williams is the Managing Director of State and 
Local Affairs-Virginia/North Carolina and Lobbyist for 
Dominion Virginia Power, one of the nation’s largest 
producers and transporters of energy. The Virginia State 
University Army ROTC Program alumnus served twelve 
years as a Commissioned Officer in the active and reserve 
components of the U.S. Army, obtaining the rank of Major. 

James Vincent Henderson Sr. is a graduate of Virginia State 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry. He also 
earned his Master of Divinity Degree from The Samuel DeWitt 
Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union University. He is 
a Cyber Security Consultant/Founding Executive Partner with 
Cyber Wealth Alliance Inc. He is a Professional “PhotoScribe”, 
writing moments with his camera. 

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1597216

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1774440

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1918336
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KAM WILLIAMS ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/246022

FULL NAME:	 Kam Williams  
COLLEGE: 	� Clark Atlanta University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Civil Engineering
CLASS: 	 2003
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Landscape Designer / 

Architect at JDDesigns, LLC

FULL NAME:	 Laura Collins 
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama State University
LOCATION: 	 Montgomery, AL
MAJOR: 	 English
CLASS: 	 1969
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Coordinator at Montgomery 

County Schools

LAURA COLLINS

Laura Collins is the Coordinator of the Home Instruction 
Program for Parents of Preschool Youngsters with the 
Montgomery County Alabama school district. She works 
with parents of preschoolers who feed into the district Title 
1 schools. This 1969 Alabama State University graduate 
is also owner and CEO of an event planning business, 
Wilshant Fantasy Events, in Montgomery, AL.

FULL NAME:	 Kolongi St. Thomas Rogers
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama State University
LOCATION: 	 Sumter, SC
MAJOR: 	� Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 2004
EMPLOYMENT: 	�IT Manager at Deparment of Mental 

Health (DIS)

KOLONGI ST. THOMAS ROGERS

Kolongi X. St. Thomas Rogers serves as IT 
Manager for the Division of Inpatient Services 
(DIS) Department of Mental Health, functioning 
as the Division’s primary IT Leader/Managerm 
supporting the network and overseeing the Help 
Desk System. He previously worked over 9 years 
for the Sumter School District IT Department. 

FULL NAME:	 Lauron Thomas 
COLLEGE: 	 Coppin State University
LOCATION: 	 Baltimore, MD
MAJOR: 	 English
CLASS: 	 2012
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Project Manager and Administrative 

Assistant at Archdiocese of Baltimore

LAURON THOMAS 

Lauron Thomas earned her Bachelor;s Degree 
in English from Coppin State University in 
Baltimore, MD. Originally from Little Rock, 
Arkansas, she now resides in the DC metro 
area and is working to fulfill her dream of 
working in Public Relations. 

Kam Williams is the Founder and CEO of JD Designs, LLC, 
a landscape design consulting firm located in Atlanta, GA. 
This 2002 Clark Atlanta University gradate is dedicated to 
promoting Landscape Architecture and Engineering among 
people of color. Currently, she provides residential landscape 
design services throughout the Atlanta area where she works 
beside Potts Landscape contractors.

FULL NAME:	 Kevan Turman
COLLEGE: 	� Lincoln University – Pennsylvania
LOCATION: 	 Newark, DE
MAJOR: 	 English
CLASS: 	 2001
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Campaign Manager at The 

Lincoln University

KEVAN TURMAN

Kevan Turman obtained both his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from Lincoln University. He has worked as Associate 
Director of Alumni Clubs and Young Alumni Programs at 
the University of Delaware, Director of Annual Fund at 
Wiley College, Director of Development at Grambling State 
University and Director of Alumni Relations, Assistant to the 
President and now Campaign Manager at Lincoln University.

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/331277
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FULL NAME:	 Lorenza Coffin
COLLEGE: 	� North Carolina A&T State 

University
LOCATION: 	 Fairfax, VA
MAJOR: 	 Mechanical Engineering
CLASS: 	 2010
EMPLOYMENT: 	General Engineer EVEE at DoD

LORENZA COFFIN

Lorenza Coffin is currently employed within the DoD 
providing Engineering Surveillance and Earned Value Metrics 
on a wide range of projects. As a civilian Mechanical/
Aerospace Engineer he has worked on multiple NAVY 
Aircraft Platforms such as JSF-35 and P-8 RDT&E. In his spare 
time he is an advocate for male mentoring and speaking 
engagements that promote STEM in his local community as 
he has been featured multiple times in local news articles.

LEWIS MARSHALL ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957753

FULL NAME:	 Lewis Marshall
COLLEGE: 	 Morehouse College
LOCATION: 	 Wayne, NJ
MAJOR: 	 Medicine
CLASS: 	 1997
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Chariman Dept of Ambulatory Care 

and Community Health at Brookdale 
University Hospital and Medical Center

FULL NAME:	 Nea Anna Simone
COLLEGE: 	 Texas Southern University
LOCATION: 	 Los Angeles, CA
MAJOR: 	 Business Communications
CLASS: 	 1984
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Author/Managing Director at Gravel Road 

Publishing/CANE COMMUNICATIONS

NEA ANNA SIMONE

Nea Simone is a New York times Bestselling 
author of fiction and the Managing Director 
of CANE Communications, founded in 2000 
with offices in Atlanta and Los Angeles.

FULL NAME:	 Nate Collins
COLLEGE: 	� North Carolina A&T State 

University
LOCATION: 	 Waldorf, MD
MAJOR: 	 Education
CLASS: 	 1998
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Adminstrator at Montgomery 

County Public Schools

NATE COLLINS

Mr. Nathaniel (Nate) Collins is a second generation 
graduate of North Carolina A & T State University. He 
also earned a Masters of Education degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Western Maryland College. He has 
been a school administrator in Montgomery County 
Public Schools and Charles County Public Schools for the 
last 20 years. He also spent 22 years in Law Enforcement.

FULL NAME:	 Otis Cliatt II 
COLLEGE: 	 Florida A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Dove Canyon, CA
MAJOR: 	 Economics
CLASS: 	 1987
EMPLOYMENT: 	�President at Pacific Harbor Line, Inc.

OTIS CLIATT II 

Otis Cliatt II, was appointed President of Pacific Harbor 
Line, Inc in October 2012. PHL is a Short Line Railroad 
Company which provides rail switching services for 
the Port of Los Angeles and Port of Long Beach, the 
largest Port Complex in North America. Otis is the first 
African American President of a Railroad in the U.S. 

Lewis Marshall is a healthcare executive with 25 
years of experience, highlighted by his leadership of 
large healthcare organizations including the country’s 
largest prehospital ambulance service & premier 
University-affiliated teaching hospital Level 1 Trauma 
Center/Emergency Department. He is a recognized 
expert in delivery, best practices, and standards of 
care for emergency medicine and disaster response.

ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957163
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RACHELLE AKUFFO ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1130757

FULL NAME:	 Rachelle Akuffo
COLLEGE: 	� Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Silver Spring, MD
MAJOR: 	� Pre-Law
CLASS: 	 1999
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Producer and Business Correspondent 

at China Central Television

FULL NAME:	 Sergio Rozzelle
COLLEGE: 	 Clark Atlanta University
LOCATION: 	 Smyrna, GA
MAJOR: 	 International Business
CLASS: 	 1995
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Founder CEO at  

FrontPageDomination.com

SERGIO ROZZELLE

Sergio Rozzelle, D.D. is a 3 Time # 1 Best selling author, 
Internet Marketing consultant, SEO expert, mentor, coach, 
trainer, speaker, entrepreneur, community volunteer and 
co-founder of a $200 million debt-free holding company. 
He served on the Board of several Non-profit 501 (c) 3 
organizations, including the local United Way, and has built 
teams for various direct sales orgnaizations.

FULL NAME:	 Sabrina Anderson 
COLLEGE: 	 Kentucky State University
LOCATION: 	 Cheshire, CT
MAJOR: 	� Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 1989
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Project Manager at Sikorsky - 

United Technologies Corporation

SABRINA ANDERSON 

Sabrina Anderson is a graduate of Kentucky State 
University with a degree in Computer Science. She is 
currently pursuing her Masters in Technical Program 
Management from The John’s Hopkins University. She 
has over 10 years of industry experience in Software, 
Systems and Project Engineering. Sabrina is currently 
working for Sikorsky Aircraft as a Project Manager on 
the S-92 Helicopter platform. 

FULL NAME:	 Shary Jones
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Kansas City, MO
MAJOR: 	 Pharmacy
CLASS: 	 2000
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Deputy Regional Health 

Administrator at U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services

SHARY JONES

A graduate of Howard University, Dr. Shary Jones 
is the Deputy Regional Health Administrator 
for Region VII, overseeing the states of Kansas, 
Missouri, Iowa and Nebraska. As a commissioned 
officer in the U.S. Public Health Service, she 
has served as a pharmacist for the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services and a public 
health adviser to the Assistant Secretary for Health.

Rachelle Akuffo is a news producer and 
business correspondent for China’s state 
television news network, China Central 
Television. The British-Ghananian journalist 
works in the Washington DC bureau to help 
inform and change the lives of others one 
story at a time.

FULL NAME:	 Roberto Concepcion
COLLEGE: 	 Alcorn State University
LOCATION: 	 Arlington, VA
MAJOR: 	 Mass Communication
CLASS: 	 2005
EMPLOYMENT: 	�East Central Regional 

Leader at U.S. Coast 
Guard

ROBERTO CONCEPCION

A native of Miami, Florida, United States Coast Guard Lieutenant Roberto 
Concepción is the diversity outreach program coordinator at the Coast 
Guard Recruiting Command in Arlington, Virginia, for the College Student 
Pre-Commissioning Initiative, and the Pre Commissioning Program for 
Enlisted Personnel. Before graduating from the United States Coast 
Guard Academy’s Officer Candidate School, Concepción graduated from 
Alcorn State University in Lorman, Mississippi cum laude, studying mass 
communications while starting four years on the baseball team.
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40years 
of learning 

what works

MDRC was created in 1974 to learn what works to improve the lives of low-
income people. The driving force behind MDRC is a conviction that rigorous 
tests of social and education programs — along with reliable evidence, well 
communicated — can make an important difference in social policy and 
support the well-being of low-income Americans.

We conduct quantitative and qualitative research to evaluate, develop, and 
strengthen programs for low-income populations in five areas:

• Promoting family well-being and children’s development
• Improving public education
• Raising academic achievement and persistence in college
• Supporting low-wage workers and communities
• Enhancing job prospects for people with barriers to employment

To learn more about our work, please check our reports, policy and practitioner 
briefs, as well as descriptions of our projects wich are available on our  
Web site, www.mdrc.org.

Visit us at www.mdrc.org.

16 East 34th Street
New York, NY 10016
212.532.3200

475 14th Street
Oakland, CA  94612
510.663.6372
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SHENELL BOLDEN ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956878

FULL NAME:	 Shenell Bolden
COLLEGE: 	� Morgan State University
LOCATION: 	 Baltimore, MD
MAJOR: 	� Education
CLASS: 	 2013
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Adjunct Faculty at The Community 

College of Baltimore County

FULL NAME:	 Tony Brewer 
COLLEGE: 	 Morgan State University
LOCATION: 	 Baltimore, MD
MAJOR: 	 Management Information Systems
CLASS: 	 1992
EMPLOYMENT: 	�DOT Data Processing Programmer/

Analyst II at MD SHA

TONY BREWER

Tony Brewer was the president of the Society for 
the Advancement of Computer Science club. He is 
the first trainer for the Baltimore Chapter of Black 
Data Processing Associates high school competition. 
He is the Church of God in Christ Greater Maryland 
1st Jurisdiction 2013 “Man of the Year”. Tony 
accomplished restoring Alpha Phi Omega Fraternity 
chapter of Morgan State University to activation. 

FULL NAME:	 Tihisha Rawlins
COLLEGE: 	 Kentucky State University
LOCATION: 	 Shelbyville, KY
MAJOR: 	 Public Administration
CLASS: 	 2003
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Associate State Director 

at AARP

TIHISHA RAWLINS

Tihisha Rawlins is the Associate State Director of Grassroots 
Initiatives for AARP, where her particular area of interest and 
expertise are in Medicare and health care reform. Governor 
Beshear appointed her to the Health Benefit Exchange Board 
in conjunction with the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act, which helped lead to Kentucky’s successful 
implementation of the law. 

FULL NAME:	 Valencia Dutton
COLLEGE: 	� Prairie View A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Houston, TX
MAJOR: 	 Architecture
CLASS: 	 2012
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Engineering Instructor at Houston 

Independent School District

VALENCIA DUTTON

Dr. Valencia Dutton-Hall is an Engineering Instructor 
at Energy Institute High School and an Adjunct 
Professor at Houston Community College System. She 
has transitioned from the architecture industry to the 
academic setting quite well by introducing drafting 
techniques and concepts to high school students. Some 
of her students have received their drafting certificates 
simultaneously while receiving their high school diploma.

Shenell L.T. Bolden is a scientist and educator. 
She recenty pubilshed her first book, “Noa 
The Little Scientist”, a STEM inspired children’s 
book whose main character discovers her love 
for science. Shenell is currently working on her 
doctorate in Public Health and aspires to work 
in the field of Epidemiology.

FULL NAME:	 Tammi Thomas
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama State University
LOCATION: 	 Ellicott City, MD
MAJOR: 	 Marketing
CLASS: 	 1990
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Chief of Staff to the President 

at Bowie State University

TAMMI THOMAS

Tammi Palmer Thomas, a seasoned administrator, has 
more than 20 years of experience in the marketing, 
public relations, and economic development fields. 
The 1991 Alabama State University graduate is 
the Chief of Staff to the President at Bowie State 
University.
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ALUMNI ON THE MOVE40years 
of learning 

what works

MDRC was created in 1974 to learn what works to improve the lives of low-
income people. The driving force behind MDRC is a conviction that rigorous 
tests of social and education programs — along with reliable evidence, well 
communicated — can make an important difference in social policy and 
support the well-being of low-income Americans.

We conduct quantitative and qualitative research to evaluate, develop, and 
strengthen programs for low-income populations in five areas:

• Promoting family well-being and children’s development
• Improving public education
• Raising academic achievement and persistence in college
• Supporting low-wage workers and communities
• Enhancing job prospects for people with barriers to employment

To learn more about our work, please check our reports, policy and practitioner 
briefs, as well as descriptions of our projects wich are available on our  
Web site, www.mdrc.org.

Visit us at www.mdrc.org.

16 East 34th Street
New York, NY 10016
212.532.3200

475 14th Street
Oakland, CA  94612
510.663.6372
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FULL NAME:	 Allen Johnston
COLLEGE: 	 Clark Atlanta University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Mass Communication
CLASS: 	 1982
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Owner at The Music Specialist

ALLEN JOHNSTON

Executive, Educator, Writer Allen consults new and existing 
entertainment businesses, increasing their revenue streams 
while making them technically astute. With over four 
decades of progressive experience in all aspects of music 
product development, licensing, sales, promotion and 
distribution for national and international markets.

YOLANDA R. OWENS ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957118

FULL NAME:	 Yolanda R. Owens 
COLLEGE: 	 Jackson State University
LOCATION: 	 Decatur, GA
MAJOR: 	 Mathematics
CLASS: 	 1993
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Procurement Specialist at 

Jacobs Engineering Group

FULL NAME:	 Anthony Ray
COLLEGE: 	 Elizabeth City State University
LOCATION: 	 Franklin, VA
MAJOR: 	 Geology
CLASS: 	 1977
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Founder and Chairman at 

The HBCU Nation

ANTHONY RAY

Anthony E. Ray is a servant leader who specializes in 
transforming broken and underperforming teams, 
departments and organizations. He is the creator, producer 
and host of The HBCU Nation Radio Show. A1977 graduate 
of Elizabeth City State University, he holds a M.Div. in 
Christian Apologetics, Cincinnati Christian University. He is a 
Lifetime Member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

FULL NAME:	 Ameka Ali
COLLEGE: 	 Hampton University
LOCATION: 	 Oakland, CA
MAJOR: 	 Aviation
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Author & Application 

Developer at Higher Mind Apps

AMEKA ALI

Ameka Ali is an Application Developer for Higher Mind 
Apps. She launched Higher Mind Apps to offer Higher 
Spiritual Truth to children through the introduction of 
metaphysics.This 2002 Hampton graduate also recently 
created an interactive children’s app book series that 
will be available very soon at the iTunes App Store and 
Google Play. 

FULL NAME:	 Averri Liggins
COLLEGE: 	 Fort Valley State University
LOCATION: 	 Decatur, GA
MAJOR: 	� Management
CLASS: 	 2007
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Social Media/Communications 

Associate at The Home Depot

AVERRI LIGGINS

Averri Liggins is the owner of Avere SL online boutique. 
When she is not managing her business, she works as the 
Outreach and Resource Development Coordinator for the 
National Corporation for Community Service. A graduate 
of Clark Atlanta University, she looks to compete in the 
Miss Black Georgia Pageant this fall. 

A resident of Decatur, Georgia, Yolanda R. Owens is a 
life member of Jackson State University National Alumni 
Association and the Metro Atlanta Chapter. She served as 
President of the Metro Atlanta Chapter from 2005-2009 and 
was named Alumnus of the Year in 2006 & 2010. After two 
terms as Southeast Regional Vice President and on July 1, 2014, 
she took office as President of the JSUNAA.
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BRENDA BERRY ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957157

FULL NAME:	 Brenda Berry
COLLEGE: 	� Southern University and A&M College
LOCATION: 	 San Antonio, TX
MAJOR: 	 Art History
CLASS: 	 1972
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Child, Youth & Schools Services 

Program Specialist at US ARMY

FULL NAME:	 Curtis Walls 
COLLEGE: 	� North Carolina A&T State 

University
LOCATION: 	 Charlotte, NC
MAJOR: 	 Landscape Architecture
CLASS: 	 2008
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Chief Executive Offer at 

Self Employed

CURTIS WALLS 

Curtis Walls, a Landscape Architecture major from North 
Carolina A&T State University, was the football captain & 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Following college, 
he worked for Design Workshop and played in the CFL & AFL. 
Currently Curtis trains with Nascar and is the owner of a non-
profit, a consulting firm, Charlotte Greek Picnic, Single Mother 
Empowerment Symposium, and Nxlevel Charlotte.

FULL NAME:	 Corey Waites
COLLEGE: 	 Kentucky State University
LOCATION: 	 Frankfort, KY
MAJOR: 	 Criminal Justice
CLASS: 	 2009
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Student Activities Coordinator 

at Kentucky State University

COREY WAITES

Born and raised in Toledo, Ohio, Corey Waites 
graduated from Kentucky State University in 2009 as 
a Criminal Justice major. He now works for Kentucky 
State University as a Student Activities Coordinator in 
the Office of Student Life. He is passionate about being 
able to give back and guide students to excellence and 
graduation from his alma mater. 

FULL NAME:	 Daphne Latimore  
COLLEGE: 	� Bethune Cookman University
LOCATION: 	 Bealeton, VA
MAJOR: 	 Psychology
CLASS: 	 1983
EMPLOYMENT: 	�President and Chief Executive 

at DB Latimore Professional 
Services Group, LLC

DAPHNE LATIMORE 

Daphne B. Latimore is the founder and Chief Executive of 
D.B. Latimore Professional Services Group, LLC, a boutique 
firm specializing in Human Resource Management 
Consulting, Professional Coaching Services and Workforce 
Seminars. As a senior HR Practitioner and Corporate 
Executive, Daphne’s leadership accomplishments have 
been cultivated within both the public and private sectors.

Ms. Berry has served for over 30 years on the 
front lines, ensuring that our Soldiers and their 
families receive the safest and best Child, Youth, 
and Schools services programs. Berry has worked 
all over the world including Italy and Germany for 
the last seven years. She was recently reassigned 
to Ft. Sam in Houston, Texas. 

FULL NAME:	 Casandra Blassingame
COLLEGE: 	 Talladega College
LOCATION: 	 Ashburn, VA
MAJOR: 	  �Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 1992
EMPLOYMENT: 	�President/CEO at Washington Career 

and Technical Education Center

CASANDRA BLASSINGAME

Casandra D. Blassingame is the Founding President & 
CEO of Washington Career and Technical Education 
Center in the Washington, DC Metropolitan area. 
In addition to her own entrepreneurial endeavors, 
she continues to serve as a Professor at area colleges 
and universities and provides consultation services to 
clients in the education community.
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For more information,  
check out our current  

employment opportunities 

and apply online at  

TriHealth.com.

TriHealth is an equal opportunity employer. 
We are committed to fostering a diverse and 
inclusive workforce.

TriHealth’s Bethesda North and Good Samaritan hospitals 
and our more than 120 additional health care service 
locations in Cincinnati, Ohio, provide a variety of settings 
that welcome your skills and experience. We have many 
rewarding career options with positions in:

•  nursing
•  patient care support
•  radiology including mammography and nuclear medicine
•  rehabilitation
•  finance
•  administrative support
•  service areas and more

Join a team that makes  
a difference every day.

TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth

TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth TriHealth 

TriHealth.com
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DARRYL LASSITER ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/440129

FULL NAME:	 Darryl Lassiter
COLLEGE: 	� Alabama State University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	� Communication
CLASS: 	 1986
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO/Producer-Director at 

DDL Entertainment

FULL NAME:	 Derrick Chatman 
COLLEGE: 	 Morehouse College
LOCATION: 	 Dublin, GA
MAJOR: 	 Business Administration
CLASS: 	 1984
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO at DC Productions/

Southern Mecca Records

DERRICK CHATMAN 

Derrick Chatman is Owner/CEO of Southern Mecca Records 
and Owner/Executive Producer of DC’s New Artist Profile Radio 
& Televison shows, which has been launching pad for artists 
including Young Dro, Drama, Nick Branden, Sonny Spoon, 
Soulism featuing DJ Skillz, CMD Styles, and Jon Aymos, Tana, 
and so many others. Chatman gives credit to his Morehouse 
College experience for inspiring his dreams!

FULL NAME:	 Deborah Scott Thomas
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama State University
LOCATION: 	 Lanham, MD
MAJOR: 	 Accounting
CLASS: 	 1974
EMPLOYMENT: 	�President & CEO at Data 

Solutions & Technology

DEBORAH SCOTT THOMAS

Deborah Scott Thomas is President & Chief Executive Officer for Data 
Solutions & Technology Incorporated (DST), a consulting firm located 
in Lanham, MD. For the past 20 years, Thomas has been respected 
for her business acumen and is considered a thought leader with 
expertise in building successful client teams while focusing on 
strategic operations and execution. Thomas sits on a host of boards 
including the Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce.

FULL NAME:	 Doni Glover
COLLEGE: 	 Coppin State University
LOCATION: 	 Baltimore, MD
MAJOR: 	 Mass Media Arts
CLASS: 	 2001
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Owner at DMGlobal Marketing 

& Public Relations, Creator of 
Bmorenews.com

DONI GLOVER

Doni Glover is the Founder and President of an indie 
black news website that specializes in black business and 
politics. The 1996 McNair Scholar is a step away from 
his Master’s Degree in International Affairs. He’s covered 
news in Jordan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Jamaica, and Canada 
with 21 visits to cover Obama White House and he hosts 
a 15-year-old news talk show on Radio One Baltimore. 

Darryl D. Lassiter is a graduate of Alabama State University. 
He has produced over 100 music videos, most recently a 
collaboration with Ann Nesby, Canton Jones, Shonlock 
& Jeff Sparks. He has also produced a dozen national TV 
commercials and documentaries. He wrote, produced, 
and directed “Pay The Price”, the first movie ever on Black 
College Marching Bands.

FULL NAME:	 Deberah Williams 
COLLEGE: 	 Norfolk State University
LOCATION: 	 Fairburn, GA
MAJOR: 	� Health Information 

Management
CLASS: 	 1985
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO at A Fresh Start, LLC

DEBERAH WILLIAMS 

Deberah Williiams is the Founder & CEO of a self owned 
company called A Fresh Start, LLC. A Fresh Start, LLC educates 
and trains the community on credit and budgeting. Deberah 
works with clients all over the country. She partnerships 
with banks, real estate agents, churches, school and greek 
organizations to enrich the community on the importance of 
great credit. This 1985 Norfiolk State University graduate also 
received the Torch Award.
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FULL NAME:	 Elisha Harris
COLLEGE: 	 Norfolk State University
LOCATION: 	 Chesapeake, VA
MAJOR: 	 Physical Education
CLASS: 	 1978
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Teacher at Chesapeake 

Public Schools

ELISHA HARRIS

Elisha Harris, III better known as “Coach Cadillac” has coached 
high school and college football for 35 years in Hampton Roads 
Virginia and North Carolina. His athletes earned a record number 
of scholarships to Division 1 Universities, five of whom played in 
the NFL, with three playing in Super Bowls. This 1978 Norfolk 
State University graduate was a football player and captain of a 
team that won three back to back CIAA championships.

DREW BROWN III ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/945745

FULL NAME:	 Drew Brown III
COLLEGE: 	� Southern University and 

A&M College
LOCATION: 	 Newnan, GA
MAJOR: 	 Business Administration
CLASS: 	 1977
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Pilot at Fed Ex

FULL NAME:	 Gregg Campbell
COLLEGE: 	 Florida Memorial University
LOCATION: 	 Pembroke Pines, FL
MAJOR: 	 Criminal Justice
CLASS: 	 1991
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Guidance Counselor/

Administrator at Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools

GREGG CAMPBELL

Greggory F. Campbell is a 1991 graduate of Florida 
Memorial University. He has worked in the capacity as a 
police officer and licensed counselor for the past 19 years. 
He is currently awaiting an administrative position as an 
assistant principal. For the past 4 years he has been the 
CEO of Certification Consultants, LLC providing training in 
food management to hospitality industry nationwide.

FULL NAME:	 Garthen Leslie 
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Columbia, MD
MAJOR: 	 �Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 1973
EMPLOYMENT:	� IT Consultant at Independent IT consultant

GARTHEN LESLIE 

Dr. Garthen is a IT consultant specializing 
in business continuity processing. He is a 
Six Sigma Black belt and is the inventor of 
Aros - The World’s Smartest Window Air 
Conditioner (www.quirky.com/shop).

FULL NAME:	 James Tate
COLLEGE: 	 Johnson C. Smith University
LOCATION: 	 Washington, DC
MAJOR: 	� Computer and Information Science
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Owner at Beyond W8 Loss Total 

Wellness Center

JAMES TATE

James is a certified Health/Wellness/Nutrition 
coach. In 2010, James weighed in at 415 pounds! 
Through prayer, changes in his eating lifestyle, 
and exercise, he has lost and kept off over 200 
pounds. James is able to use this experience to 
relate to and help others achieve and even exceed 
their wellness goals. 

Drew was the only Black Navy Jet Attack Carrier Pilot in the 
active US Naval fleet at one time. He grew up in Harlem, New 
York, and Brighton Beach, Brooklyn. The difference being that 
in Brooklyn, his Russian immigrant grandparents raised him. 
Being raised by these two different and diverse cultures makes 
him a true product and example of America’s melting pot.
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JANA STEWART ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1957834

FULL NAME:	 Jana Stewart 
COLLEGE: 	� Florida A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Southfield, MI
MAJOR: 	� Economics
CLASS: 	 1997
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CWO - Chief Wellness Officer 

at Jana Stewart Fitness

FULL NAME:	 Michael Douglas
COLLEGE: 	 Morehouse College
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Physical Education
CLASS: 	 1997
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Head Athletic Trainer at 

Atlanta Dream

MICHAEL DOUGLAS

Michael Douglas is the head athletic trainer for the Golden 
State Warriors / Santa Cruz Warriors, a position he earned after 
working his way up through many athletic training positions 
since graduating from Morehouse College in 1997 where he 
studied physical education. Douglas has held positions with 
the NFL’s Buffalo Bills, the NBA’s Memphis Grizzlies, the NBA 
Development League, the WNBA and other organizations.

FULL NAME:	 Melissa Johnson
COLLEGE: 	 Alabama A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Montgomery, AL
MAJOR: 	 Business Administration
CLASS: 	 1986
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Assoc. Broker at 4 Wallz 

Real Estate

MELISSA JOHNSON

Melissa Johnson is an Assoc. Broker and MRP (Military 
Relocation Professional) for 4 Wallz Real Estate in 
Montgomery, AL .She is a graduate of Alabama A&M 
University. Melissa has been making dreams happen in 
real estate for 12 years and started her real estate career 
in the Metro Atlanta area. 

FULL NAME:	 Onaje Henderson  
COLLEGE: 	 Tuskegee University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Mechanical Engineering
CLASS: 	 2000
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Partner at The Art Brothers at ZuCot Gallery

ONAJE HENDERSON 

Onaje Henderson is a Gallery Director 
and part owner of ZuCot Gallery, the 
largest African American owned gallery 
in the Southeast featuring original 
works of art primarily by African 
American Artists. 

Jana Stewart is the president and CWO of Jana Stewart 
Fitness. This 1997 Florida A&M Graduate is also the 
founder of Bikini Booty Club Fitness, an International 
health, wellness, and lifestyle company for women. Jana 
teaches people all over the world about physical and 
financial freedom. 

FULL NAME:	 LaTriece Pleasant
COLLEGE: 	 Grambling State University
LOCATION: 	 Grand Prairie, TX
MAJOR: 	 Political Science
CLASS: 	 2012
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Founder at Politically Analyzed

LATRIECE PLEASANT

Black Politics needed a home, a housing ground among 
the young college age Black Community. The issues 
needed to be known among the people who are and will 
be influencing this county in the near future. That is why 
Politically Analyzed was created in order to tell the people 
another side of politics; the Black Side.
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2015

Thanks to Brown-Forman for their partnership with HBCU CONNECT at the 2014 National 
Black MBA Association Conference in Atlanta, Georgia on September 18th!

Subscribe as a member of HBCUConnect.com to be notified of our next VIP Networking Event!Check out careers with Brown-Forman at www.brown-forman.com/careers

Changing Lives, Making Indiana Great
EEO/Affirmative Action Employer

CHANGE LIVES
JOIN THE NATION’S LARGEST COMMUNITY  

COLLEGE AS AN IVY TECH FACULTY MEMBER
There’s no better way to change lives than to teach –  
and there’s no better place to have an impact than Ivy Tech Community College.

Ivy Tech’s unique mission of making college affordable and accessible means that faculty 
– including full-time and adjuncts – are critical to our students’ success. Your experience, 
knowledge, and perspective help students reach their goals while allowing you to also play 
a role in strengthening your community’s workforce.

Full-time and Adjunct Faculty members are needed today. We are committed to building 
a diversified faculty that have a passion for changing lives and working in a multicultural 
environment. Ivy Tech offers a career that makes a difference in the community. 

Visit IvyTech.edu/HR to get started.

Ivy Tech Community College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North  
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. The College is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative  
Action Employer.

For more information, contact:

Andrea Frederick | Assistant Director of Talent Acquisition

andrea.frederick@ivytech.edu  | (317) 921-4238
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PATRICE GILLIAM-JOHNSON, PH.D. ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/629319

FULL NAME:	 Patrice Gilliam-Johnson, Ph.D.  
COLLEGE: 	 Morgan State University
LOCATION: 	 Wilmington, DE
MAJOR: 	� Psychology
CLASS: 	 1977
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Regional Chair, Organizational 

Dynamics and Psychology  
Programs at Wilmington University

FULL NAME:	 Sherrie Gilbert
COLLEGE: 	 Spelman College
LOCATION: 	 Columbus, GA
MAJOR: 	 English
CLASS: 	 2008
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Lecturer in Communication at 

Auburn University

SHERRIE GILBERT

A native of Columbus, GA, Sherrie Gilbert is a strong 
advocate for higher education. One thing that was instilled 
in her at Spelman College was the necessity of giving back 
to the community. She currently serves on the Tuskegee-
Morehouse Classic Committee and is an active NAASC 
member, helping to raise needed funds for HBCU students. 
She also does freelance work as a writer and PR specialist.

FULL NAME:	 Roscoe Nance
COLLEGE: 	 Tuskegee University
LOCATION: 	 Herndon, VA
MAJOR: 	 Political Science
CLASS: 	 1971
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Sports Writer at Retired

ROSCOE NANCE

Roscoe Nance is an independent sports journalist. He 
retired from the USA TODAY Sports Department after 
21 years as a reporter and has covered black college 
sports throughout his 39-year career.

FULL NAME:	 Sylvia Marshall-Kinard 
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Sarasota, FL
MAJOR: 	 Social Work
CLASS: 	 1973
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Executive Volunteer at 

Sarasota Florida Hospital

SYLVIA MARSHALL-KINARD

Sylvia Marshall-Kinard is an accomplished minority female 
executive and one of the first female executive directors 
of the Washington D.C. Lottery and Charitable Games 
Control Board, retiring in 2004. Ms. Marshall-Kinard held 
multiple positions in the Washington D.C. area in Social 
Work, including Director of Human Resources for the 
National Cable Television Association.

Dr. Patrice Gilliam-Johnson currently serves as the 
Regional Chair for Organizational Dynamics and 
Psychology Programs at Wilmington University and 
also serves as the President of the Gilliam Foundation, 
a multi-million dollar family owned philanthropic 
organization that supports non-profit programs that 
benefit and sustain the advancement of African 
Americans in education, health, the arts, etc.

FULL NAME:	 RJ Burden 
COLLEGE: 	 University of Maryland System
LOCATION: 	 Princess Anne, MD
MAJOR: 	 Peace Studies
CLASS: 	 2012
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Area Director/Counselor at University 

of Maryland Eastern Shore

RJ BURDEN

Rhett R Burden is a college administrator at the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore within the Office 
of Housing and Residence Life. He is the author of two 
personal and professional development books entitled, 
“Brother Please A guidebook to life and leadership; 
tools for the sane, advice for the crazy” and “Mistakes, 
my pencils don’t come with erasers, just life lessons.”
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FULL NAME:	 Tokiwa Smith
COLLEGE: 	 Florida A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Oakland, CA
MAJOR: 	 Chemical Engineering
CLASS: 	 2001
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Founder and Executive Director 

at Science, Engineering and 
Mathematics Link Inc

TOKIWA SMITH

Ms. Tokiwa T. Smith is a social entrepreneur and STEM 
educator with over 10 years of experience working 
in education and philanthropy. She is the Founder 
and Executive Director of Science, Engineering and 
Mathematics Link Inc., a nonprofit organization that 
exposes urban youth to STEM and CEO of Kemet 
Educational Services, a STEM educational consulting firm. 

TIFFANY WOODS ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956938

FULL NAME:	 Tiffany Woods
COLLEGE: 	 Grambling State University
LOCATION: 	 New Orleans, LA
MAJOR: 	 Education
CLASS: 	 1999
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Manicurist at Nola Nail Bar

FULL NAME:	 William Jackson
COLLEGE: 	� South Carolina State University
LOCATION: 	 Jacksonville, FL
MAJOR: 	 Education
CLASS: 	 1985
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Enigineering Educator at Duval 

County Public Schools

WILLIAM JACKSON

National/International Blogger, Speaker and Presenter on 
Social Media Safety, STREAM careers, Prevention of Bullying 
and Cyberbullying and SWAG with Social Media Presenter 
at: Florida Blogging Conference for Educators - Preventing 
Crime in the Black Community - Boys and Girls Clubs of 
America - United Way - Learn2Earn College Experience and 
Black Male College Explorers at Edward Waters College.

FULL NAME:	 Tyree Price
COLLEGE: 	 South Carolina State University
LOCATION: 	 Orangeburg, SC
MAJOR: 	 Biology
CLASS: 	 1998
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Assistant Track & Field Coach at 

Bethune-Cookman University

TYREE PRICE

Tyree Price has been coaching track & field for over 15 years. 
He has produced great programs including Morris Brown 
College, Fort Valley State, SC State, & Bethune-Cookman 
University. This 1998 SC State graduate has produced 
many Conference Champions, All-Americans, & National 
Champions, and is assisting former teammate and coaching 
friend Donald Cooper at Bethune-Cookman University.

FULL NAME:	 Zuri Stackhouse
COLLEGE: 	 South Carolina State University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Fashion Design
CLASS: 	 2010
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Inventory Control Supervisor  

at Tyco Fire Protection

ZURI STACKHOUSE

Zuri Stackhouse is a graduate of South Carolina State 
University and reigned as Miss SC State 2009-2010. Upon 
graduation Zuri was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant 
Logistics Officer and served in the United States Army for 
four years, achieving the rank of Captain. Zuri currently 
serves as the Inventory Control Supervisor for Tyco Fire 
Protection in their Atlanta Distribution Center.

Tiffany Woods is the Owner/Manicurist of Nola Nail Bar, 
LLC located in New Orleans, La. This 1999 graduate of 
Grambling State University is also a major advocate for her 
community. She works with a group of other professionals 
in the area to help boys, girls, men, women and even 
animals of the city of New Orleans.
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ANTHONY BECKETT ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/894117

FULL NAME:	 Anthony Beckett
COLLEGE: 	� South Carolina State University
LOCATION: 	 North Charleston, SC
MAJOR: 	� Home Economics
CLASS: 	 2012
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO/ Founder & Director of Events, Programs 

and Operations at Thee Socialite Enterprises

FULL NAME:	 Dr. Karen L Thomas
COLLEGE: 	� Cheyney University of 

Pennsylvania
LOCATION: 	 Philadelphia, PA
MAJOR: 	 Chemistry
CLASS: 	 1977
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Musical Artist/Producer at 9TH 

Eye in The Quad Productions

DR. KAREN L THOMAS

Komposer MD is a musical artist that currently composes, 
performs, and produces music in various genre. You are 
invited to visit her websites, www.9eyequad.com and 
www.reverbnation.com/komposermd, to experience her 
musical productions for yourself. Additionally, she has 
published a book entitled, “The Ecology of Coronary 
Heart Disease,” which provides information for healthy 
communities.

FULL NAME:	 Chevella Thomas
COLLEGE: 	� North Carolina Central 

University
LOCATION: 	 Durham, NC
MAJOR: 	 Accounting
CLASS: 	 1982
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Accountant at N.C. 

Central University

CHEVELLA THOMAS

Chevella L. Thomas is a three-time graduate of North Carolina 
Central University (1982 BBA, Management; 2004 BBA, 
Accounting; and 2006 MIS, Information Systems/Networking). 
She graduated from Person Senior High School in 1978 which 
is located in Roxboro, NC. Presently she resides in Durham, NC. 
and will complete her 30th year at NCCU as an Accountant 
in the Comptroller’s Department in the Administration and 
Finance Division.

GERALD TYLER 

Gerald Tyler retired from higher education administration 
after 36 years on July 1, 2013. He served as the Special 
Assistant to the Chancellor and Director of the Cluster 
Program at Elizabeth City State University. He also served 
as Director of University Relations, Coordinator of Military 
Programs, and Director of the Reclamation Project at 
Norfolk State University. In his retirement, he continues to 
write the “Pastor’s Corner” column.

Anthony Beckett is the Founder & CEO of 
the first ever LGBT focused event planning, 
marketing/ brand development and social 
activist firm in the state of South Carolina. 
This 2012 South Carolina State University 
graduate is living proof of what vision, 
dedication, and above all FAITH can do. 

FULL NAME:	 Charmaine Betty-Singleton
COLLEGE: 	 Virginia Union University
LOCATION: 	 Alexandria, VA
MAJOR: 	 Political Science
CLASS: 	 1989
EMPLOYMENT: 	�CEO/Owner at PTK 

Enterprises LLC

 CHARMAINE BETTY-SINGLETON

Charmaine E. Betty-Singleton is the CEO/Owner PTK (Praises 
to the King) Enterprises, LLC an umbrella organization for 
numerous endeavors with the primary focus being the 
empowerment of individuals and the establishment of 
positive community relations working together to obtain 
mutual and long lasting benefits for all. A military veteran, 
this VUU alumni is a recognized coach, mentor and trainer. 
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FULL NAME:	 Gerald Tyler 
COLLEGE: 	 Norfolk State University
LOCATION: 	 Virginia Beach, VA
MAJOR: 	 Accounting
CLASS: 	 1983
EMPLOYMENT: 	�New Journal and Guide Newspaper 

Columnist. at Retired after 36 years in Higher 
Education Administration NSU and ECSU.
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FULL NAME:	 Ken Howard
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Washington, DC
MAJOR: 	 Sociology
CLASS: 	 1967
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Operations Manager at DC Office of 

the State Superintendent of Education

KEN HOWARD

Ken Howard is a 1967 graduate of Howard 
University, where he studied Sociology. He is the last 
remaining original staff member of the Washington 
DC Office of The State Superintendent of Education, 
Higher Education Financial Service, working with the 
agency since it began operations in February, 2000. 
In 2003, Howard received the District Government 
Customer Service Excellence Award.

KANTA CADOGAN ONLINE PROFILE: WWW.HBCUCONNECT.COM/MEMBER/1956983

FULL NAME:	 Kanta Cadogan
COLLEGE: 	 Delaware State University
LOCATION: 	 Atlanta, GA
MAJOR: 	 Social Work
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Life Coach at  

TW-ACHIEVE, LLC

FULL NAME:	 LaQuanah Crawford
COLLEGE: 	 Florida A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Dallas, TX
MAJOR: 	� Human Resources Management
CLASS: 	 1998
EMPLOYMENT: 	�PRO Makeup Artist at MAC PRO 

Cosmetics

LAQUANAH CRAWFORD

LaQuanah Crawford is owner of L³ Lips Lids Lavish, 
providing makeup services around the world. With over 
15 years experience, LaQuanah specializes in weddings, 
special events, video/photo shoots and tutorials. Her work 
has been featured in Who’s Who In Black Detroit 2007-
2009, Ebony Magazine, countless book covers, Television 
Broadcastings and Global General Motors productions.

FULL NAME:	 LaCora Stephens
COLLEGE: 	 Florida A&M University
LOCATION: 	 Pasadena, CA
MAJOR: 	 Theatre
CLASS: 	 2002
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Executive Producer at Grad Student

 LACORA STEPHENS

LaCora Stephens is the executive producer of a new 
exciting Christian program entitled The YES! Show: 
Young, Entertaining & Saved! She reigns from the 
Essential Theatre of Florida A & M University. The 
Jacksonville, Florida native is an ex educator and 
current actress in the city of Los Angeles.

FULL NAME:	 Leshell Hatley
COLLEGE: 	 Howard University
LOCATION: 	 Suitland, MD
MAJOR: 	 Computer Software Engineering
CLASS: 	 1998
EMPLOYMENT: 	�Program Manager at Howard 

University

LESHELL HATLEY

Leshell Hatley is a passionate computer engineer, educator, and 
researcher who continuously combines these three attributes 
to create innovative approaches to teaching STEM concepts 
to students between that ages of 3 and 73. As the Founder 
and Executive Director of Uplift, Inc., a nonprofit organization 
whose mission embodies her passion, Leshell has led teams of 
enthusiastic students and dedicated volunteer instructors to 
achieve award winning success and national news recognition.

Kanta Cadogan, MSW is the Founder and CEO of TW-Achieve, 
LLC, which is a dynamic coaching practice that strategizes and 
develops an action plan suitable to clients’ needs and desired 
outcomes. As a life coach she helps people to thrive during 
transition. Kanta believes change nudges people to discover their 
best selves and open their eyes to new and endless opportunities. 
Her own journey started in Social Services.
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It’s Time You Meet The Love Of Your Life.
We know in order to have a successful 
and balanced life, you need a loving and 
supportive mate. Sure, you can approach 
someone at a party and try to chat over 
loud music. And yes you can sort 
through those new business cards  
you received from a conference  
to find a connection.

But it takes focus and time  
to find the right mate for  
your relationship needs.

BlackRomance.com  
is the solution!

BlackRomance.com is a social networking service that allows Members to create unique personal profiles  
online in order to find that special someone in their life. Please date responsibly!



HBCU ALUMNI   
CRUISE 2015

O C T O B E R  18 – 2 5 ,  2 0 15



ROYAL CARIBBEAN CRUISE  
Independence of the Seas

LEAVING FROM:  
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 

PORTS OF CALL:  
Labadee, Haiti – Falmouth, Jamaica – George 
Town, Grand Cayman – Cozumel, Mexico

The President and Staff of HBCUConnect.com invite you to join 

them as they set sail for a fun-filled, cruise vacation. Enjoy the 

friendship and special relationships of HBCU Alumni as you sail 

the beautiful Caribbean with activities designed especially for 

you. Our HBCU Alumni Cruise is an enjoyable 7 night cruise that 

will sail to Labadee, Haiti; Falmouth, Jamaica; George Town, 

Grand Cayman; and Cozumel, Mexico.

With activities such as an open bar meet and greet session, a 

themed social party, group excursions, spades and bid whist 

tournaments, pool/spa side discussions, singles and couples 

games, and our HBCU Beach Games — there will be many 

enjoyable activities during the cruise.

For more information, go to www.hbcucruise.com TODAY!



HBCU
GIVE IT UP FOR

Show your school pride. Quote now and Allstate will donate $10 to the Tom Joyner Foundation to 
support students at HBCUs. Then vote to help your favorite HBCU win a $50,000 donation from 

Allstate. Quote and vote with a participating agent at allstate.com/represent

No purchase necessary. For each quote received, $10 will benefi t the Tom Joyner Foundation; maximum donation $150,000. The historically black college or university (HBCU) with the most votes will be awarded
$50,000. Program begins August 1, 2013, and ends November 30, 2013. THIS PROMOTION IS NOT AVAILABLE IN ALASKA, MAINE, MASSACHUSETTS, NEW YORK, NORTH CAROLINA, NORTH DAKOTA AND UTAH. 
Tom Joyner Foundation name and rights are used with permission, which in no way constitutes an endorsement, expressed or implied, of any product, service, company or individual. © 2013 Allstate Insurance Co.

Quote and vote at 
allstate.com/represent
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